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SENATOR CUDABACK : Open fo r d is cussion. Senator V r t i ska.

SENATOR VRTISKA: T h ank you, Senator Cudaback. Along with what
Senator Wehrbein has been discussing, I would like t o know if
Senator Byars or Senator Jensen, either one, would know or have
any idea how much these tests would cost.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Wou ld you respond to a quest ion, S enator
B yar s ?

SENATOR BYARS : Yes , th a n k yo u, Senator Cudaback. Sena tor
Vrtiz) a, I have absolutely no idea what a l ab test would run i n
this situation. I'm sure it fluctuates depending on the type of
test, but I really don't know.

SENATOR VRTISKA: Well, the reason I ask is because I realize
that there are a variety of tests and they run in a w ide range
of cost, d epending on the am ount of t ime and the amount of
material it takes to provide these t e s ts. And just out of
curiosity, when you' re talking about local governments and local
fire de par tments, and et cete r a, picking up t he c o s t, it would
be interesting to find out if anybody knows with an y cer tainty
how much these tests might be. Senator Byars.

SENATOR BYAR S : Senator V r t iska, I don't know the ex a ct do llar
amount, but there was absolutely no question on the part of both
paid and volunteer fi refighters, ENS and E NT s, whether they be
paid or volunteer. Everyb o dy came i n, in fav or of t his piece of
legislation. They feel the exposu re that pub lic safety
officials have at th is time, it's worth spending the dollars ,

and th e y we re ver y cl e ar in the f act that dol lars were not one
of the problems . Exposing one of th eir of ficials, being paid or
volunteer, to another disease was ve ry im portant to the m.

SENATOR VRTISKA : Thank y ou , Senator Byars . I understan d that
and certainly, h aving participated in both those organizations
over the years, I understand the concern and they certainly have
a right to be concerned . Becau se , by an d large , chose people
are doing this as a v o l untary service and it w o uld be a sh a me if
they had to p ay fo r it th e mselves. And I 'm not h e re to o ppose
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